Supplemental Digital Content 1.  Gene-specific Primer (MWG Biotech) Sequences and Reverse Transcriptase Polymerase Chain Reaction Conditions:

Vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF): forward: 5`-TCT ACC AGC GCA GCT ATT G-3`; reverse: 5`-TCA CCG CCT TGG CTT GTC-3` (product sizes: 188 and 164bp)1; Heme oxygenase-1 (HO-1): forward: 5`-GAG AAT TCT GAG TTC ATG AGG-3`, reverse: 5`-TGC GAG CAC GAT AGA GCT G-3` (product size 472bp). Glyceraldehyde 3-phosphate dehydrogenase: forward: 5`-CAT TGT TGC CAT CAA CGA CC-3`, reverse: 5`-TCA CAC CCA TCA CAA ACA TG-3` (product size 320bp).2  The polymerase chain reaction conditions were denaturation (VEGF, HO-1: 95°C, 45 sec; Glyceraldehyde 3-phosphate dehydrogenase: 95°C, 30 sec), annealing (VEGF: 57°C; HO-1: 52°C; Glyceraldehyde 3-phosphate dehydrogenase: 60°C; 30 sec), elongation (VEGF, HO-1: 72°C, 30 sec; Glyceraldehyde 3-phosphate dehydrogenase 72°C, 40 sec), final extension (VEGF, HO-1, glyceraldehyde 3-phosphate dehydrogenase: 72°C, 10min) for 35 (VEGF, HO-1) or 22 (glyceraldehyde 3-phosphate dehydrogenase) cycles.
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