Explanation of no pre-experiment sample size calculation.
	No statistical power calculation was conducted prior to the study.  The hypothesis was that ligation of the intercostal vessels in the mouse would induce spinal cord hypoperfusion. Therefore, the null hypothesis was that intercostal ligation would cause no paralysis. The null hypothesis was rejected by the three pilot studies because these studies demonstrated that intercostal ligation resulted in a variable degree of paralysis and mortality. The focus then became the achievement of acceptable post-ligation mortality and paralysis rates. These were achieved with the final configuration of 3 pairs of double ligated and 2 pairs of single ligated intercostal arteries. Once this final configuration was chosen, we set n=6 for each time point if the mice at that time point would only be subjected to behavioral assessment, and increased the n as needed if the mice at a given time point would also be examined subjected to another experiment, e.g., the histopathological study
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