Is Influenza Vaccination Associated with
Increased Physician Visits for Shoulder Pain?

After the Vaccine Injury Compensation Program
(VICP) broadened coverage to include influenza
vaccines, the number of claims for shoulder
injury from vaccination has rapidly increased
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However, the high
prevalence of shoulder pain,
combined with the large number
of annual influenza vaccinations,
makes overlap highly probable,
which increases the risk of falsely
attributing cause and effect

Is there a difference in the proportion of visits for
shoulder pain within 3 months before and after

vaccination among students and faculty receiving
an influenza vaccination in the shoulder?

Influenza Vaccination Is Not Associated with
Increased Number of Visits for Shoulder Pain

Gonzalez et al. (2020) | DOI: 10.1097/CORR.0000000000001215
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Visits for shoulder pain are equally common before and after vaccination, which is not what
one would expect to see if vaccine injures the shoulder

Although this does not rule out rare causes of shoulder pathology specific to vaccination, there

was no evidence here to s

uggest that this pathology is present, and it may be erroneous to

assume that shoulder pain arising after vaccination is caused by the vaccine
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