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Liver biopsy samples were collected from all non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) patients using a 16- or 18-G needle. Liver biopsy specimens were stained with hematoxylin and eosin and Masson’s trichrome stain and analyzed by two experienced pathologists (M. Kage and S. Aishima). We obtained two specimens from each patient to ensure enough sample mass for analysis and to minimize errors. An appropriate liver sample was defined as one measuring >16 mm in length and/or containing >10 portal tracts. Fatty liver was defined as >5% fat deposition in the sections. The histological activity score was evaluated as described previously.1, 2
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