Appendix. Questions used to construct ordinal scales for knowledge and concerns about misuse of genetic testing

	Dependent variable 1: Knowledge about genetic testing 
	

	“As far as you know, is each of the following statements about the uses of genetic testing true or false, or you not sure? 
	Correct answer

	(1) Genetic testing can be used in adults to find out if they have a greater than average chance of developing certain kinds of cancer.


	True

	(2) Genetic testing can be used in adults to find out if they have a greater than average chance of developing depression.


	False

	(3) Genetic testing can be used in adults to predict whether a person will have a heart attack.
	False

	(4) Genetic testing can be used during pregnancy to find out whether the baby will develop sickle cell disease or cystic fibrosis.


	True

	(5) Gene therapy is currently being used to correct many of the defects found through genetic testing. 


	False

	(6) Sickle cell anemia is a genetic blood disease that affects mainly African-Americans.

As far as you know, is there a cure for sickle cell anemia? (Yes or No). 


	No

	(7) Cystic fibrosis is a genetic disease that may lead to serious problems with breathing and digestion. As far as you know, is there a cure for cystic fibrosis? (Yes or No).


	No

	Dependent variable 2: Type of health insurance coverage
	

	Type of health insurance of  respondents and their families:

Medicare, Medicaid, Private and Any Insurance
	

	Dependent variable 3: Concerns about misuse of genetic testing

For each of the following statements, please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree.
	

	1. Genetic testing during pregnancy is a good thing because it allows people to choose to have the children they really want.


	

	2. Genetic testing will lead to discrimination against people [who are not perfect].
	

	3. Anonymous genetic testing, where no record is kept of the person’s name, should be available to people who want it.


	

	4. Genetic testing will mostly benefit people who already have a lot of advantages. (If the respondent does not understand “advantages,” just say, “people who already have a lot”.)


	

	5. Information from genetic tests is likely to be misused.
	

	6. Genetic testing is the first step to getting rid of people the government considers undesirable.
	

	7. Scientists are creating unrealistic hopes how soon cures will be found for genetic diseases.
	

	8. Research on genes is taking away money that should be used for other health problems.
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