( Observational cohort study )

Autoimmune Encephalitis
Mimicking Dementia
Syndromes

Autoimmune encephalitis (AIE) is a group of inflammatory
brain disorders with features that mimic neurodegenerative
dementia syndromes
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Differentiating between AIE
and dementia is essential
for better disease
management

Subtle seizures
overlooked
(LGI1 in 16/17)

Suspected
neurodegenerative
dementia syndrome

Rapid progressive
cognitive
deterioration
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Study question

How frequently does AIE mimic dementia in
middle-aged and older patients?
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Patients with no brain
inflammatory changes on
MRI or CSF pleocytosis

Criteria suggesting dementia

245 years
Fulfillment of
dementia criteria

No prominent seizures
early in the disease

Number of people fulfilling
dementia criteria per antibody

42% 52% 22% 15%
(42/88) (13/25) (8/36) (4/26)
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Dementia-associated
CSF biomarker
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Abnormal Positive
1 25%
61% 19%

AIE frequently shows features of dementia with often
minimal or no inflammatory changes
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