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REVIEW OF THE MORPHOLOGICAL EXPECTATIONS OF FOUR FREQUENTLY USED FORMAL LANGUAGE TESTS
· Test of Language Development-Primary, Fourth Edition (TOLD-P:4), (Newcomer and Hammill, 2008). The Morpholgical Completion subset of the TOLD-P-4 for children between the ages of 4-0 to 8-11 assesses the ability to “recognize, understand and use common English morphological forms” (Newcomer & Hammill, 2008, p. 9). The authors TOLD-P-4 report that this is a non-biased assessment tool in regard to gender, race, and ethnicity, especially for African-American and Hispanic American populations. The subtest format is a cloze procedure, in which the child supplies the missing target word to complete a sentence (e.g. “A dog can be big, but a horse is _____”.  However, the examiner should be sensitive to certain aspects of African American English (AAE), because marking of grammatical affixes (e.g., plural, possession, 3rd person singular) may vary in this population (Burns, Velleman, Green & Roeper, 2010).

· Test of Language Development-Intermediate, Fourth Edition (TOLD-I:4) (Hammill & Newcomer, 2008).  The Morphological Comprehension subtest of the TOLD-I-4 is designed for use with children between the ages of 8-0 and 17-11 to assess the understanding of English morphosyntactic grammar by asking students to judge the correctness of sentences that tap knowledge of the syntactic aspect of English morphology. Morphological structures assessed include noun-verb agreement, comparative and superlative adjectives, plurals and adverbs.  Similar caution should be applied to this test when assessing students who use AAE (Burns et al., 2010). 

· Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals, Fourth Edition (CELF-4) (Semel, Wiig, and Secord, 2003). The CELF-4 contains the Word Structure subtest for children ages 5 through 8 years that examines knowledge and use of grammatical and derivational morphology by using a cloze procedure in which the student completes a sentence with the expected target word containing either a grammatical or derivational morpheme. Morphology types targeted included grammatical morphemes marking plural –s; 3rd person singular; regular past tense –ed;  possessive marker -’s;  present progressive tense -ing, and derivational morphemes marking agentive –er; comparative -er; superlative –est; and suffix –y “marking the characteristic of”, as in lucky.  The CELF-4 provides detailed information regarding the non-standardized administration of the entire test, including single subtests, to children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds. Normative test scores cannot be reported when using a non-standardized testing procedure, rather a descriptive approach to reporting student’s responses is recommended. 

· Process Assessment of the Learner: Diagnostic Assessment for Reading and Writing (PAL-II) (Berninger, 2007). The PAL-II is intended for children in Kindergarten through Grade 6, ranging in age from 5 to 13 years. The PAL-II contains a number of subtests that assess knowledge and skill with both grammatical and derivational morphology:  Morpholgical Decoding and the Morphological/Syntactic Coding. Morphological Decoding contains two subtests:  

· Find the True Fixes (FF) in which the child must differentiate orthographic spelling patterns for prefixes and suffixes. 
· Morphological Decoding Fluency (MDF) examines children’s morphophonological knowledge by asking them to pronounce words in which the base word is modified with different suffixes.

· Morphological/Syntactic Coding contains three subtests designed to assess knowledge of word structure to convey meaning and syntactic function. 

· Are They Related? (RR):  Designed to assess relational knowledge by asking the child to decide whether a words is derived from another word and is related in meaning (e.g. does corner come from corn?)

· Does it Fit? (DF): The child must choose a pseudoword containing a suffix that fits grammatically into a sentence; 

· Sentence Structure (ST): Evaluates the ability to understand morphemes and syntax by asking the child to chose a sentence based on word order and word endings.  
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