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MORPHOLOGICAL AWARENESS INTERVENTION		


Figure 1:  Introduction to Morphology[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Supplemental Digital Content for Wolter, J. A. & Green, L. (2013). Morphological awareness in school-age children with language and literacy deficits: A case study. Topics in Language Disorders, 33(1). © Wolter & Green, 2012, permission is granted for use in clinical contexts.] 


Be a Word Detective
Instructions: You are a word detective. See if you can figure out the following words’ meanings by using the clues of the base words and added word endings called suffixes. Find the base word and the suffix in the following words.  Underline the base and circle the suffix.  Then, read the word aloud and talk about what each part means and how you know.  For example, the base word sing refers to the act of singing a song. It is combined with the word ending or suffix -er which means a person who does the base word. When put together, we get the word word sing-er. or someone who sings. 
		singer				painter		
		protective			joyful
		hopeful			creative
		teacher				careful
		wishful			drummer
		selective			active	
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Inflectional Morphology Activity 1:
Sort by Sound
Instructions: All of the words below are in the past tense.  How do you know?  Say each word and sort the words into 3 columns based on how the “ed” is pronounced. Even though it can sound different, how is the “ed” always spelled?

acted		tagged	             lasted 
jumped	called		fixed
passed		landed		canned

   /t/		 /d/		  /ɛd/
	______	______	______
	______	______	______
	______	______	______

Inflectional Morphology Activity 2: 
Sort It Out
Instructions: Sort the following pairs of words into two groups:
Tape/taping		Hop/hopping		Tap/tapping
Hope/hoping		Slop/slopping		Slope/sloping

Group 1		Group 2
____________	____________
____________	____________
____________	____________

* What is the spelling rule for Group 1?  What is the rule for Group 2?








Figure 3. Example Derivational Morphological Awareness Activities
Derivational Morphology Activity 1: 
Fix It and Fill It In
Instructions: Change the word to fill in the blank and make grammatically correct sentences.

The ________ was very talented. (paint) 
That is a  ______ orange. (juicy)
He has a college ______. (educate)
The ________ sketched a picture. (art)

Derivational Morphology Activity 2: 
Morph It
Instructions: Given a base word, “morph” the word into as many word forms as possible using previously taught prefixes and suffixes. Label each word according to its part of speech. 

	Word
	Noun:
	Verb:
	Adjective:
	Adverb:

	Heat
	Heater

	Preheat
Reheat
	Heated
	Heatedly

	Apply
	
	
	
	




Derivational Morphology Activity 3: 
All in the Family Word Sort (Adapted from Wasowicz, Apel, Masterson & Whitney, (2012). SPELL-links to reading and writing: A word study curriculum (2nd ed.). Evanston, IL: Learning By Design.  
Instructions: Just like family members, words can look alike or different and be related or unrelated.  Sort these words according to their “relationships.”

Words Can Look or Sound Alike and Be Related (family members):
swim – swimming
slip – slipped

Words Can Look or Sound Different and Be Related (family members):
divide – division
explode –explosion

Words Can Look or Sound Alike but NOT Be Related (friends)
car-carrot
luck-cluck



Figure 4: Example Word-Building Activities

Word-Building Activity 1: 
Compound Creation
Instructions: Use the parts of the following compound words to create your own unique words (e.g., a “cowsuit” would allow you to dress up like a cow).
side			walk
fire 			fighter
lawn			mower
space			suit
cow			boy

Word Building Activity 2: 
Build a Word
Instructions: Create your own word using Greek and Latin roots and affixes.  Take a prefix, base word and suffix from the following lists and put them together to make a new word.  Explain what your word means (e.g., “antimotology” might be the study of why people don’t move or run).
	(text in bold)
	(text in italics)
	(underlined text)

	anti-(against)
	 -ped (to walk)
	-ology (study of)

	un- (not)
	-act- (to do)
	-ion (state of being)

	re- (repeat)
	-mot- (to move)
	-ness (state of being)

	
	
	




















Figure 5: Example Academic Context Activity

Read and Apply
Instructions: Find the morphed words in the paragraph.  Talk about what they mean and how you figured that out using morphemes and other information in the passage. 

Dinosaurs
The name dinosaur means “very terrible lizard.”  Even though no human being has ever seen a real live dinosaur, we know a lot about them.  Many dinosaur bones, teeth or fossils have been found all over the world.  Fossils are impressions or marks made in rocks by bodies of animals or plants that died long ago.  From the evidence of these fossils, scientists have figured out how dinosaurs looked, how they moved and what they ate.  There were many different kinds of dinosaurs.  Some were enormous.  Some were very small.  Some ate plants so they were herbivorous.  Others were ferocious meat eaters that were carnivorous.

Example:  What helps you understand the meaning of “herbivorous?” 
1.  The –ous ending makes in an adjective.
2. The  base word “herb” may mean a plant or something you eat, like herbs from a garden.
3. The sentence says that they ate plants SO they were herbivorous, so it must have to do with eating plants.
